
Program overview
The nine categories of the KGHS program explore 
several aspects of the school environment and op-
erations. This holistic approach helps students and 
staff understand how their daily actions and choices 
affect the environment and their community.

To complete 
a category in 
KGHS, Green 
and Healthy 
Teams first 
inventory 
their school 
and collect 
baseline data. 
Next, teams 
analyze that 

data to identify, design, and implement an improve-
ment project for their school.  As teams complete 
projects in each category, they become eligible for 
awards.

Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools (KGHS) is a 
service-learning program that encourages students 
and staff to move their school toward becoming 
safer, healthier, and more environmentally sustain-
able.  This inquiry-based program is correlated to 
state educational standards and uses the entire 
school grounds as a learning laboratory.  All grade 
levels of existing schools, as well as schools under 
construction are invited to participate. 

Through this program, a team of students, teach-
ers and school staff (a Green and Healthy Team), 
implement projects in nine different categories to 
improve school sustainability. 

KGHS provides many 
resources, including 
environmental lesson 
plans & materials, site 
visits, technical support 
for school projects, grant 
funding (when available), 
and grant writing assis-
tance for schools in the 
program. 

Projects and awards
By completing projects, schools become eligible for 
awards.  Awards 
are presented at 
the Annual KGHS 
Summit.  The Sum-
mit allows hun-
dreds of students 
from across the 
state to display 
their projects and 
interact with their 
peers.  

Examples of KGHS projects include: 

• Energy Star Pledge events

• Native habitat restorations

• Recycling programs

• Composting programs

• Outdoor classrooms

• Walk/bike to school   
 programs

• Rain barrel installations
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Empowering students and teachers 
to create safer, healthier, and more 

sustainable schools

www.greenschools.ky.gov
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How to ParticiPate
Existing schools, as well as districts planning to 
build new schools, are eligible to participate. 
The KGHS program materials are designed to 
be easily adapted for preschool through twelfth 
grade. To participate in KGHS, simply follow these 
steps:

existing scHools

 Submit a Pledge Form (KGHS website)

 Form a Green & Healthy Team

 Complete an inventory and SMART form

 Implement an improvement project and  
 submit a report 

 Attend the KGHS Summit and receive   
 recognition and awards

contact us
www.greenschools.ky.gov

Phone: (502) 564-5937
800-882-5271

Fax: (502) 564-6784
Address: 500 Mero Street, Rm. 2107, 

Frankfort, KY 40601

The Kentucky Green and Healthy Schools Program is a joint 
program of the Kentucky Environmental Education Council 
and the Kentucky Department of Education.  The program 
is administered by the KEEC, an agency of the Kentucky 

Education and Workforce Development Cabinet.

Planning to Build a 
new scHool?

  Submit a pledge form

  The architect and/or   
  contractor fill out the KGHS  
  Design Manual

  The submitted design manual  
  will be reviewed and scored  
  by a team of consultants.   
  Schools will be notified of   
  their status.


